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by legislative or executive action to compel Indians to stay at home.
They should be treated as free citizens at home and abroad. They should
certainly, however, be protected from misrepresentation. He knew nothing
to prevent people emigrating now except a Defence of the Realm
Regulation which would expire six months after the War. (This is the
regulation, preventing the emigration of unskilled labourers for work abroad,
until six mouths after the War, unless under special or general licence.)
Oace assured that equal rights for Indians existed in regard to poli-
tical, municipal, legal, commercial and industrial matters in British Guiana,
and that they were not alone receiving fair treatment from the ad-
ministration, and the general community, but would be guaranteed the
continuance of such fair treatment, he would not oppose any scheme of
free colonization by Indian agricultural families.
He was satisfied that the Colony had a liberal constitution, and
that Indians could be and were elected to membership of the Legislature
and to municipal office. He was satisfied that they had equality of rights
with other races, and that there were opportunities of acquiring land for
settlement. He was in favour of allowing a test of the scheme subject
to a report at the end of six months on its working by Mr. C. F. Andrews
or some other representative of the Indian popular leaders. The deputa-
tion accepted this proposal of a report by a popular representative in-
dependently of any supervising officer nominated by the Indian Govern-
ment, and offered to pay all expenses,
Mr. Gandhi agreed that all necessary guarantees for the continuance
of equal treatment could be furnished by the Colonial Office and British
Guiana Government through the Government of India to the Indian
people and its popular leaders.1
It was hardly fair to use this statement in support of any
scheme. It could only be used for supporting a trial shipment
under the supervision of Mr. G. F. Andrews or someone having
the same status and having the same intimate knowledge of the
position of British Indians abroad. But I admit that if such a trial
proved successful from the Indian standpoint, I should be bound,
under the foregoing statement, not to oppose a scheme of coloni-
zation under proper safeguards. My views, however, since the
February of 1920, about the British system of Government have,
as is well known, undergone a revolutionary change. At the time
I gave the statement, my faith in that system, in spite of bitter,
hostile experiences, had not altogether disappeared. But now I
am able no longer to rely upon verbal or written promises made by
1 For Gandhiji's views on the question expressed in 1920, vide Vol. XVII5
pp. 5-7 & 8-11.